Present Continuous Spelling Rules

My cat is sitting on the bench.

Compare the verbs in base and present continuous forms. How do we form the present
continuous form?

Base Form Present
Verb Continuous
Form Verb
read reading
clean cleaning
teach teaching
go going
fly flying
cry crying
dance dancing
leave leaving
sit sitting
begin beginning
swim swimming
lie lying
tie tying

Example
Verbs?
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Present Continuous Spelling

Compare the verbs in base and present continuous forms. How do
we form the present continuous form?

My cat is sitting on the bench.

Base Form Present
Verb Continuous
Form Verb
read reading
clean cleaning
teach teaching
go going
fly flying
cry crying
dance dancing
leave leaving
sit sitting
begin beginning
swim swimming
lie lying
tie tying
reading dancing sitting lying
E\’ample cleaning leaving beginning tying
2 teaching swimming
verbs: i
flying
crying
after... after... after... |
e
Mostwords — € ______cvcC I
After the verbs  After verbs endingina  Afterthe \{e.rb’s
ending in ‘-e’, consonant-vowel- ending in *-ie’,
drop the consonant, double ‘Qr?p the Iette‘rs,
letter ‘-e’ the last letter -ie’ and add *-y

Note 1: We only double the last letter if the last syllable is stressed. For example, forget > forgetting but
open >opening

Note 2: One syllable verbs’ last letters are usually doubled. However, with verbs ending —w, —x, —y do not
double the last letter. For example, show>showing, mix > mixing, say>saying.

Note 3: In US English ‘travel’ is ‘traveling’. We do not double the last letter as in UK English.

©2014 €8l PHOTOCOPHIBLES



