
Beg�n the lesson by �ntroduc�ng the concept of th�nk�ng d�fferently and d�vergent th�nk�ng to
the students. Expla�n that th�nk�ng d�fferently �nvolves look�ng at fam�l�ar objects or s�tuat�ons
from new perspect�ves and cons�der�ng alternat�ve uses.

Engage students �n a br�ef d�scuss�on about the benef�ts of th�nk�ng d�fferently. Ask quest�ons
such as:

How can th�nk�ng d�fferently lead to creat�ve solut�ons?
Why �s �t �mportant to explore alternat�ve perspect�ves?
Can you th�nk of any examples where th�nk�ng d�fferently helped solve a problem or led to
a new �nvent�on?

Introduce the Unusual Object Challenge. Expla�n that students w�ll be g�ven a ser�es of
everyday objects and the�r task �s to bra�nstorm as many unusual or creat�ve uses for each
object w�th�n a spec�f�ed t�me frame.

D�v�de students �nto pa�rs or small groups. D�str�bute the objects among the groups, ensur�ng
that each group has a var�ety of objects.

Set a t�mer for 5-10 m�nutes (adjust as needed based on the number of objects and group
s�ze) and �nstruct students to bra�nstorm and wr�te down as many unusual uses for the�r
ass�gned objects as poss�ble w�th�n the g�ven t�me.

After the t�me �s up, have each group share the�r l�st of unusual uses for the�r objects.
Encourage students to expla�n the�r �deas and engage �n a class d�scuss�on about the
d�fferent perspect�ves and creat�ve solut�ons generated.

Object�ve: Students w�ll develop d�vergent th�nk�ng sk�lls by explor�ng alternat�ve uses and
perspect�ves of everyday objects.

Mater�als: Var�ous everyday objects (e.g., papercl�ps, rubber bands, plast�c bottles, clothesp�ns,
etc.)

Instruct�ons:

Lesson 1 (Introduct�on to Unusual Object Challenge)

The Unusual Object Challenge
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Beg�n the class by rev�ew�ng the Unusual Object Challenge from the prev�ous lesson. Ask students to
reflect on the exper�ence and d�scuss the benef�ts and challenges they encountered wh�le th�nk�ng
d�fferently.
Instruct students to select one object from the prev�ous lesson's act�v�ty and create a short presentat�on
showcas�ng the unusual uses they bra�nstormed for that object.
Allow students t�me to prepare the�r presentat�ons, encourag�ng them to th�nk creat�vely about how they
can demonstrate and expla�n the�r �deas effect�vely.
Conduct a presentat�on sess�on where each student or group presents the�r chosen object and shares
the�r unusual uses. Encourage students to prov�de v�sual a�ds, props, or demonstrat�ons to enhance the�r
presentat�ons.
After each presentat�on, open the floor for quest�ons and d�scuss�on. Encourage students to ask clar�fy�ng
quest�ons, offer feedback, and share the�r own perspect�ves on the presented uses.

Th�nk�ng d�fferently allows us to break free from convent�onal patterns of th�nk�ng and cons�der new perspect�ves
and approaches.
It encourages us to challenge ex�st�ng assumpt�ons and explore unconvent�onal �deas, wh�ch can lead to �nnovat�ve
and creat�ve solut�ons.
By th�nk�ng d�fferently, we can make connect�ons between seem�ngly unrelated concepts or f�nd un�que
comb�nat�ons of �deas that spark creat�ve solut�ons to problems.

Explor�ng alternat�ve perspect�ves helps us ga�n a broader understand�ng of a top�c or s�tuat�on.
It allows us to cons�der d�fferent v�ewpo�nts, wh�ch can lead to more well-rounded and �nformed dec�s�on-mak�ng.
Alternat�ve perspect�ves often offer fresh �ns�ghts and new poss�b�l�t�es that we may not have cons�dered before,
lead�ng to more creat�ve and �nnovat�ve solut�ons.
By understand�ng and apprec�at�ng alternat�ve perspect�ves, we can also foster empathy and �nclus�veness �n our
�nteract�ons w�th others.

One example �s the �nvent�on of the Post-�t Note. Spencer S�lver, a researcher at 3M, was try�ng to create a super-
strong adhes�ve, but �nstead, he acc�dentally developed a weak adhes�ve that could be eas�ly removed. Arthur Fry,
another 3M employee, thought of a un�que use for the adhes�ve and used �t to create the now-famous Post-�t Note.
Another example �s the development of the personal computer. V�s�onar�es l�ke Steve Jobs and Steve Wozn�ak
thought d�fferently about the potent�al of computers and a�med to make them access�ble to �nd�v�duals rather than
just large �nst�tut�ons. Th�s th�nk�ng led to the creat�on of the Apple computer, wh�ch revolut�on�zed the technology
�ndustry.
Alexander Graham Bell's �nvent�on of the telephone �s another example. H�s �nnovat�ve th�nk�ng allowed h�m to
explore ways to transm�t sound over long d�stances, lead�ng to the �nvent�on of the telephone and revolut�on�z�ng
commun�cat�on worldw�de.

Lesson 2  (Unusual Object Presentat�ons)

Sample Answers to the Quest�ons:
1. How can th�nk�ng d�fferently lead to creat�ve solut�ons?

2. Why �s �t �mportant to explore alternat�ve perspect�ves?

3. Can you th�nk of any examples where th�nk�ng d�fferently helped solve a problem or led to a new
�nvent�on?

The Unusual Object Challenge
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